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Western Governors’ directive: 

“safe and uneventful”





Type B cask testing





Accident prevention measures





• safe and uneventful transport…must be paramount

• early coordination and effective communication…is essential

• the WIPP transportation program is an excellent model…a similar 
guide should be used for planning for shipments of spent fuel

• full commitment and cooperation from the rail industry is needed

• all costs paid for by nuclear generators and federal government



DOE funding to states

• DOE provided sufficient funding to Western states to develop 
the WIPP transport program

• DOE continues to provide funding while shipments continue
• For NWPA shipments, DOE has provided limited funding for 

meetings and regional staff support, but not to fund state 
personnel 

• DOE not consistent through the years on level of engagement 
it wants from the states  
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• develop and maintain a “safe and uneventful” transport program 

• follow the WIPP model as closely as possible for highway shipments

• use the WIPP transport safety program as a starting point for rail

• commit to a collaborative approach to develop a rail safety program 

High-Level Radioactive Waste Committee Paper
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Number A-1









• Physical 
protection 
requirements 
for spent fuel 
transport

• Ship oldest 
fuel first

• Rail route 
safety

• Rail shipment 
inspection

Approved Policy Papers 



“

• Social risks in 
spent nuclear 
fuel transport 

“

• Full scale cask 
testing and 
cask 
confidence

• Origin site 
coordination

“

• State and 
local 
emergency 
response

Policy Papers in Draft



“The Secretary shall provide technical assistance and funds to 
States for training for public safety officials of appropriate 
units of local government and Indian tribes through whose 
jurisdiction the Secretary plans to transport spent nuclear 
fuel or high-level radioactive waste…The Waste Fund shall be 
the source of funds…”

Section 180 (c) 

Nuclear Waste Policy Act (as amended)



HB 3053



HB 3053



Eddy-Lea Energy Alliance Storage Concept





Minimum 3 years for training









What are your questions?
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