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COMMITMENT TO EARLY EVALUATION OF
SITE SUITABILITY

e IN HIS REPORT TO CONGRESS IN NOVEMBER 1989,
THE SECRETARY COMMITTED TO AN EARLY FOCUS
ON THE EVALUATION OF SITE SUITABILITY

e TO COMPLY WITH THE NWPA, AS AMENDED,
10 CFR PART 960, AND THE SECRETARY'S
COMMITMENT TO AN EARLY EVALUATION OF SITE
SUITABILITY, TWO KINDS OF EVALUATIONS ARE
REQUIRED:

- EARLY EVALUATIONS THAT FOCUS ON CONDITIONS THAT
WOULD MAKE THE SITE UNSUITABLE

- COMPREHENSIVE EVALUATIONS OF SUITABILITY,
ULTIMATELY LEADING TO A DECISION TO RECOMMEND A
SITE FOR DEVELOPMENT AS A REPOSITORY
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BACKGROUND

e THE SITE CHARACTERIZATION PLAN INCLUDED
THE DATA NEEDS FOR A COMPREHENSIVE SITE
SUITABILITY EVALUATION REQUIRED BY
10 CFR PART 960

e ON OCTOBER 16, 1990, THE OFFICE OF GEOLOGIC
DISPOSAL WAS ASSIGNED THE LEAD FOR
DEVELOPMENT OF AN APPROACH FOR EVALUATION
OF SITE SUITABILITY
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WORKSHOP ON SITE SUITABILITY

e A WORKSHOP WAS HELD NOVEMBER 14-16, 1990,
IN ALBUQUERQUE, TO REVIEW THE STATUS OF
EFFORTS TO DEVELOP METHODS FOR EARLY

SITE-SUITABILITY EVALUATIONS

- DOE, EPRI, AND GOLDER ASSOCIATES DISCUSSED THEIR
APPROACHES AND THE STATUS OF THEIR EFFORTS

- NWTRB AND NRC OBSERVERS ATTENDED THE
WORKSHOP
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WORKSHOP ON SITE SUITABILITY

(CONTINUED)

e WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES

- OBTAIN INPUT FROM ATTENDEES ABOUT SITE
SUITABILITY CONCERNS AND METHODS

- BEGIN DEVELOPMENT OF AN APPROACH FOR

EVALUATING SUITABILITY OR NON-SUITABILITY OF
A POTENTIAL HLW REPOSITORY SITE
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SITE SUITABILITY ISSUES

e ROLE OF DOE GENERAL SITING GUIDELINES-
10 CFR PART 960

e USE OF SUITABILITY CRITERIA INCLUDING
CONSIDERATION OF RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTY

e ASSUMPTIONS REGARDING ENGINEERED BARRIER
SYSTEM PERFORMANCE
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SITE SUITABILITY ISSUES

(CONTINUED)

e ROLE OF PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT
e REFINEMENT OF TESTING PROGRAM
e FORMAL USE OF EXPERT JUDGMENT

e RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SUITABILITY AND
LICENSABILITY
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DIRECTION FOR EARLY
SITE SUITABILITY EVALUATIONS

e DECISION MADE BY OCRWM IN DECEMBER ‘90
TO CONDUCT EARLY EVALUATION OF SITE
SUITABILITY DURING 1991

e THE OFFICE OF GEOLOGIC DISPOSAL WAS
DIRECTED TO DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT A PLAN TO:

—~ DEVELOP A GENERAL APPROACH TO THE
EVALUATION OF SITE SUITABILITY

— MAKE AN EARLY ASSESSMENT OF THE SUITABILITY
(OR NON-SUITABILITY) OF THE YUCCA MOUNTAIN SITE
UNDER THE GUIDELINES OF 10 CFR PART 960

e THE OGD EVALUATION WILL BE ONE COMPONENT IN
THE DECISION MAKING PROCESS UNDERTAKEN BY
DOE WITH REGARD TO AN EVALUATION OF THE
YUCCA MOUNTAIN SITE
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MANAGEMENT PLANS FOR ACTIVITIES

e IN JANUARY 1991, THE DOE APPROVED A PLAN
DIRECTING THE DEVELOPMENT AND
IMPLEMENTATION OF A METHOD FOR EARLY
EVALUATION OF SITE SUITABILITY, DEFINING:

- THE SCOPE AND SCHEDULE FOR THE ACTIVITIES
TO BE CONDUCTED

- RESPONSIBILITIES FOR DOE MANAGEMENT OF THE
OVERALL TASK UNDER THE PLAN

- RESPONSIBILITIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
TASK BY THE T&MSS CONTRACTOR

e DOE APPROVED THE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FOR
T&MSS ACTIVITIES ON JANUARY 30, 1991
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SCHEDULE FOR ACTIVITIES

DEFINE METHOD FOR SITE 5/1/91
SUITABILITY EVALUATIONS

SUBMIT REPORT ON RESULTS 6/15/91
OF EARLY SITE SUITABILITY
EVALUATION

COMPLETE PEER REVIEW 11/1/91
OF EVALUATION

SUBMIT FINAL REPORTTO 1/2/92
DIRECTOR, OCRWM
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